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Top Tip 8 – Build Family 
Outings around Books 

one of my fondest child-
hood memories is of the 
evenings i spent in my py-

jamas in hobar t’s Public lending 
library with my family, browsing 
the shelves before bringing home a 
treasured pile of books to read over 
the next fortnight. 

while wearing pyjamas in lending 
libraries may no longer be de rigeur, 
lending libraries remain one of the 
most fascinating places in which kids 
can safely lose themselves! and it’s 
infinitely more fun than browsing in 
online book stores, where you have 
to know the name of the book you’re 
looking for first, and you never get 
to touch the book or leaf through 
its pages or, indeed, read it without 
spending money and waiting for its 
arrival. 

if you want your kids to love 
books, then regular outings to your 
local library are an absolute mUsT. 
granted, in cities like beijing or 
shanghai you won’t find English lan-
guage lending libraries on every street 
corner; but there are still havens, such 
as The bookworm, which offer fam-
ily membership for very reasonable 
rates, granting access to thousands of 
books and magazines for the whole 
family as well as story Time for kids 
every weekend. 

and it doesn’t have to be a library 
either! most bookstores are very tol-
erant of kids and their parents simply 
browsing the shelves. it’s a fabulous 
way to spend an afternoon, with the 
possibility of fascinating discoveries 

for even the most reluctant reader. and if you get to know the staff through 
regular visits, they’ll be able to recommend books they know your kids will 
love. This is where the extra “book pocket money“ you give the kids comes 
into its own. 

Then there are the annual literary festivals on our doorsteps in cities like 
hong Kong, beijing and shanghai, with their excellent children’s programs. 
These events are advertised well in advance, and take place not just in schools 
but also at the weekend when the whole family can attend. go online to join 
the mailing list for your local literary festival, and make sure you book your 
kids in for a treat or three! The events are not costly, and the access your 
kids will have to real, live authors will be invaluable in encouraging them to 
read. The same applies to book launches and story readings; it won’t take 
much probing on the internet to find regular literary events to sign up to in 
your city. and make sure that you and your spouse attend adult events too, 
which you can tell the kids about when you get home. Your enthusiasm for 
books and authors will do wonders to increase theirs. 

Top Tip 9 – Rank Bribery and Corruption! 
as a battle-weary parent, i’m an unrepentant fan of rank bribery and cor-

ruption! Especially when the goal is a worthy one. so i’ve long ago learned to 
associate reading books with rewards. i don’t know a single kid who would 
refuse to read a book if it meant that they could stay up later at bedtime. so 
install a good reading lamp over your child’s bed and let him stay up half an 
hour longer reading a book, even if it’s just a great picture book. naturally, 
you’ll have removed all X-boxes, computers and other techno-temptations 
from his room well before bedtime! 

Then there’s the joy of getting out of chores to finish a chapter. while 
some expat kids may not know the meaning of the word ‘chore’, i’m sure that 
you belong to that sensible breed of parent who has introduced your Third 
Culture Kid to a few menial jobs at home, if only to ensure that they survive 
the transition to college overseas where maids are strangely non-existent. 
washing up, emptying the bins, walking the dog, making the bed, tidying 
the living room – all these can be skipped if the excuse is “but i’m reading!”
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